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thought to be the human equivalent of the woolly mammoth. Bodies and pieces of one have been unearthed in Israel, Sweden
and Greece, where they seem to have lived and died out some 60,000 years ago. But are giant human remains really evidence of
a long-lost people whose existence has remained undiscovered until now? I think it is much more likely that, although the
remains are authentic, they are not those of a new species. If they are, we will have to wait until more information becomes
available on the anatomy, genetics and climate of the ancient humans, says Kim Williams of the American School of Natural
History. The remains of the five-foot-tall, pale-skinned person, who has been nicknamed "Mesolithic man" or "Mesolithic
woman", have been excavated in Spain and dated to the Middle Palaeolithic, some 60,000 years ago. The remains were
discovered in 1992 and 1993 by Spanish archaeologist Antonio Rosas and his colleagues in an open-air site called Gran Dolina
(translated from the Spanish to mean "large hill"). This dolmen, or large stone tomb, was built at least 10,000 years ago. In that
period the people who built it also created an "entryway", which can be seen today in a rock shelter just outside the tomb. Here,
the remains of the five-foot-tall Mesolithic man and woman were found. The skeleton is quite complete with bone fragments
from the neck, face and legs. In the back are the remains of a cradleboard, which would have been attached to the infant's chest.
Writing in the journal Current Anthropology, Rosas and colleagues describe how the skull, which had a distinctively flat base, is
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about 4cm thick at the back and Scm at the front. The eyes have sunk into the eye sockets, leaving the corneas exposed. The
ears appear to be small and point forwards. The skeleton suggests that the Mesolithic man and woman were once not so
different from us, say the researchers. The remains are old, they say, because the spine has a curved appearance. And it is
shaped in a way that would mean the person died young. "The whole skeleton is small, it has narrow shoulders and small, protr
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